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A long-term case panel review was conducted at NCMEC on March 3, 2001. The panel met in the upper
mezzanine conference room of the Charles B. Wang International Children’s Building located at 699

Prince Street, Alexandria, Virginia. Detective Sergeant Mark Smith of the Hollywood Florida Police
Department presented the investigative details of the Adam Walsh abduction/murder case to the panel.

The Case Review panel was composed of the following individuals:
Lieutenant Robert Davis (Retired) New York City Police Department
Chief of Detectives Arthur R. Feldman (Retired) Suffolk County Police Dept.
Investigator William C. Gleason (Retired) Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Office
Detective 2nd Grade Maureen A. Kempton (Retired) New York City Police Dept.
Sergeant John W. Hamilton (Retired) Los Angeles Police Depai‘tment
SA Gerald “Duke” Diedrich (Retired) FBI- San Francisco Office _
Sgt. Michael Harris (Retired) New York City Police Department
Lou Elipulos — Cold Case Analyst, U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative Service
Ann Scofield - Project ALERT Manager, NCMEC (Retired) Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Office
Ben Ermini — Director Missing Children’s Division, NCMEC (Retired) Yonkers NY Police Dept.
Ron Jones — Senior Case Manager, NCMEC (Retired) Washington Metro Police Dept.
Gerry Nance — Case Manager, NCMEC (Retired) U.S. Naval Criminal Investigative Service

Detective Sergeant Mark Smith provided a detailed overview of the 20-year-old investigation of the
abduction murder of Adam Walsh that occurred on July 27, 1981. The panel directed many questions to
Det. Sgt. Smith who was able to respond with the answers and to elaborate on many aspects of the
investigation.

Based on the case review the panel is able to offer the following recommendations for the continuation of
this investigation:
¢ Itis recommended: that a complete review of the entire case file by law enforcement
professionals not involved in the previous or current investigation of the case be conducted.
This review should be conducted for the purpose of determining previously overlooked
leads, incomplete interviewing of witnesses, the utilization of recently developed technology
initiatives not available during the initial phases of the investigation, and for the
development of a new or fresh investigative approach to the investigation.
e Itis recommended: that an investigative plan be developed to take advantage of the twenty-
/ year anniversary of Adam’s disappearance on July 27, 2001. Memorial services should be
: planned in order to generate renewed media attention that could hopefully develop new
investigative leads. Renewed media attention may also develop new witnesses who may
have been reluctant to offer information at the initial stages of the investigation.
e It is recommended: that investigators obtain expert opinions on the condition of the child’s
recovered head. Information should be solicited from the Tennessee Body Farm and other
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experimental/research projects concerning the condition of the head at the time it was
located.

e Itis recommended: that all available witnesses and suspects be re-interviewed. Update
criminal record information on previously developed suspects. Project ALERT assistance is
available for this purpose upon request by the investigating agency.

o Itis recommended: that all Fiorida Medical Examiners be contacted to determine if there

\/ have been any recoveries of body parts or skeletal remains that are consistent with the time
frame of this investigation and physical descriptors of the victim child.

o Itis recommended: that the children removed from the Sears Department store by the
security guard on the day that Adam was abducted be located and the children not
previously interviewed (two black youths) be contacted and interviewed regarding their
actions, recollections, and observations.

e Itis recommended: that the records of Florida correctional facilities be checked to

- determine who was released from the various facilities for a period of several months prior
to the abduction of the child. Particular attention should be given to south Florida facilities.

e Itis recommended: Efforts should be continued to locate the evidence that was seized and
misplaced by the lab during the examination process. The individuals who where involved in
the evidence chain should be located and re-interviewed in detail. All evidence that is
currently available should be re-examined to determine if blood or other distinguishing
characteristics is present.

Active long-term or “cold cases” can be resolved through the re-examination of old evidence utilizing
new forensic technology that was not available at the time of the initial investigation. Re-interviewing of
witnesses in the hope that previously withheld information will be forthcoming are useful strategies to be
addressed in resolution of “‘cold cases”. We hope that NCMEC’s case review experience was useful to
you and to your department. We remind you that Project ALERT assistance is available upon request.
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