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The following will be a voluntary sworn statement reference to abduction/
homicide that occurred on or about July 27, 1981, said offense occurring a-
300 Hollywood Mall, City of Hollywood, County of Broward, State of Florida.
This statement is being taken by DETECTIVE J. HOFFMAN #0038 and LIEUTENANT
J.B. SMITH and SERGEANT STANDLEY of the Hollywood Police Department. This
statement is being obtained from a witness identified as HARLEY, ROBERT LEZ,
W/M DOB: 11-20-16 who resides at Post Office Box 26, Middleburg, Florida,
telephone 904-282-0492. This statement is commencing on Friday, November 13,
1983 at approximately 1012 hours.
Q. Prior to taking your statement MR. HARLEY are you aware that it is a
crime under the Florida State Statutes to knowingly furnish false information
while under oath?
A, Yes.
Q. As a Notary Public for the State of Florida I am going to place you
under oath, okay?

A Okay.
Q. Will you please raise your right hand? (Let the record reflect that the
witness' right hand is raised.) ROBERT LEE HARLEY do you solemnly swear to
tell the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God?
A. I do.

ROBERT LEE HARLEY HAVING APPEARED BEFORE ME A NOTARY PUBLIC FOR THE STATE OF
FLORIDA BROWARD COUNTY HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN DEPOSES AND STATES:

Q. For the record sir will you please state your complete given name, date
of birth and home address?

A, My name?

Q. Yes sir.

A. ROBERT L. HARLEY.

Q. Date of Birth?

7
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A November 20, 1916.

INSTRUGTIONS FOR FOLLOW-UP
OR SUPPLEMENTAL USAGE.

And your address?
P.0. Box 26, Middleburg, Florida.
Telephone number?

282-0492.

Pl

It is my understanding sir that you are presently retired on disability,
correct?
A, That's right.
Q. At this time MR. HARLEY I'd like you to discuss for me when you first
married OTTIS TOOLE's mother, how long have you known OTTIS and we'll go from
there?

- I've known OTTIS ever since he was ten years old. T married his wife in
his mother in 1957.

Tell me the addresses you lived in Jacksonwville/ and the time period you

* lived there?
A. I know the houses, the streets but I don't know the addresses,
Q. Let's go to your last known address before the fire.
A. Day Avenue, somewhere on Day Avenue, that's the last one.
Q. How long did you live at that residence?
A. About a year a little over.
Q. So that would have been from 1980 to '817
A. That's right.
Q. Who lived at that residence with you?
A, Me and my wife and NOVELLA and OTTIS.
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Q.
A,

been going you know.

used to carry stuff up on the roofs and stuff like that you know.

just off and on.

Novella too?

Yeah, on the other side, and also Henry was there at the same time too.
Henry Lee Lucas?

That's right.

When did Henry Lee Lucas first come into contact with you?

I think he met him downtown at the Mission, the City Mission.

Dc you remember what year that was?

It was about three or two or three years ago anyway.

Where was Ottis employed during 1979, 80, 8172

Well he worked for Reeves Brothers since I been going there, since

Reeves Roofing Company?

That's right, yeah.

What was his job there Sir?

He was a helper.

A helper. You know what he had to do as a helper?

Well he used tc clean up the roocfs, he used to clean up the grounds,

Do you know if he was responsible for firing up the tar kettles ever?

Well he used to fire kettles for a while, yeah, not directly you know,

Q. Okay, when he had to fire up a tar kettle, did he have to go there
earlier in the morning?
4L
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A, About 4:00 0'Clock, 3:00 0'Clock or 4:00 O'Clock in the morning.
Q. How would he gain access to the tar kettles since they were fenced
in the compound?

A. He had uh, this fella, I can't think of his name, he let him in
without a key, locked up you know.

So Ottis would get a key from this black male?

That's right.

Or else he would go over there and let him in anyway you know.

. Okay, to get into the compound?

That's right.

o r o E L

In 1981, prior to your wife's death, do you know what kind of vehicle
Ottis owned?

A. Ottis, he didn't have no car at the time being.

Q. What about 19807

A. Well he probably had some old car, he had so many of them.

Q. Did you ever see him operating or have possession of a black and white
Cadillac, 4-door?

A. No

Q. Never éaw that wvehicle?

A. No

Q. Now after your wife's death, May of 1981, what happened from that
point on, with yourself, what did you do, what happened to the house on

Day Avenue?
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A. Well, after my wife died, I come
you know,

Q.
A,

a couple of days you know.
Right

Went back to the house, stayed a

out here to settle down for a while

week, but in the meantime Ottis' wife

come back there too you know and she stayed a week with me you see, then
after a week's time she said well Pop I'm gonna leave and go back to town

I said well you gonna leave, I'm gonna leave too you know what I mean so

I come back out here and she went to

Q. Okay that would have been sometime in June of 817
A. Probably so, something like there.
Q. Did there come a time that you discovered that there was ‘property

stolen out of the house on Day Avenue?

town.

A. It was right after my wife's death.

Q. What kind of property was taken from the house?

A. Jewelry, some furniture and everything else.

Q. Did you know who took that property?

A. Probably Ottis and Lucas I reckon.

Q. What do you think the value of that property was?

A. I think it was, the propérty, the value of the proﬁerty?

Q. Yes

A. About eight thousand dollars I think it was.

Q. You say jewelry, were there diamond rings, or gold or anything like

that?
S
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A. Yeah, T had uh solid gold cigarete cases, stuff like that you know, i
solid gold watch, solid gold watch disappeared, rings, different items

like that you know.

Q. Did you make an official police feport with the Jacksonville Sheriff's
Department about the theft?

A. Yeah but I think I didn't but this Georgia Toole did T think.
Q. Georgia Toole?

A, Yeah

Q. Now, right after that period of time, is that when Ottis went away, hic

and

A. Lucas

Q. Henry Lee Lucas and Frieda Powell and Frank Powell?

A. Yeah, that's right.

Q. Do you know where they went?

A. I sure don't.

Q. Do you know what vehicle they took to make this trip?

A. An LTD Ford, an LTD Ford, 73, 4-deoor.

Q. Where did they go, do you know? j
A. I sure don't know. |
Q. Did there come a time that they came back and that they stole Howell

Toole's truck?
A. They came back and took Howell Toole's truck, they taking off again,

they went north somewhere, I don't know where.
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Q. They went north?

A. That's right.

Q Do you know what month that was?

A, I sure don't.

Q. Was this still the Summer of 817

A Probably the latter part of 381.

Q For the record, we have information they were up in Maryland in June
of 81 or July of 8I.

A. Something like that.

Q. Did there come a time that Henry and Ottis were separated and the two

children were separated up in Maryland or Delaware?

A. I heard something about it but I don't know nothing about it you know.
Q. 1If Ottis and Henry took the jewelry from your wife's residence when
she passed away, is there any pawn shops that they would have used in the
Jacksonville area to get rid of the stﬁff?

A. I think if they would of tried it, I guess they wouldn't of tried it
because I never could find none of it.

Q. Do you know of any pawn shops in fhe Jacksonville area that they have
used in the past? | |

A. They used the one up there on Bay Street is all I ever know.

Q What street?

A. Bay Street.
Q

Bay?
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A. Yeah, Bay and Jefferson, north of Jefferson or somewhere up there.
. Is that in the Springfield area?

That's downtown area.

Downtown area?

Yeah

(Lt. Smith) - That was Bay & Jefferson?

Yeah, somewhere over there.

o r L p o E o

When Ottis came back to the Jacksonville area from the trip up north,
did he tell you what happened, how he and the children got separated?

A, No he didn't, no.

Q. Did you know what happened to Frankie and Frieda Powell?

A. I didn't know until later on I found out about it but I never did know
where they was at, I know they was out at Fort uh Aﬁbufndale, Florida
with their mother and Stan, step-daddy you know and she committed suicide
and he also, her husband put them in a foster home somewhere, that's the
last I heard of them.

Q. Do you have any personal knowledge if Ottis ever had any money hidden
at the house on Day Avenue or buried over at the house?

A. I don't believe so, .no.

Q. That house, how was it constructed, was it on a cement slab or was it
elevated off the ground?

A. 1t was elevated off the ground and it had a lot of dirt underneath.

Q. Could you crawl underneath the house?
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A. Oh you could crawl underneath it, it's about two foot high.
Q. What type of tools or garden equipment. did you have over the house
on Day Avenue?
A. Oh we had rakes, hoes and shovels and stuff like that.
Q. Did you ever see Ottis in possession of any machetes from Reeves
Roofing or at your own house on Day Street?
A. I don't think so.
Q. Did he ever tell you he used machetes at his place of emplbyment?
A. No he did not.
Q. When you refer to the Missions that he met Henry Lee Lucas at, where
would that be, the Missions?
A. That was on Laura Street.
Q. Laurel?
A. Laura, L-A-U-R-A, Laura.
Q. Laura Street. Is that Mission still standing or is that the one that
burnt down?
. That's the one that burnt down.
. Are there any other Missions that he used to hang out at?

. Trinity Mission.

. On Bay Street, West Bay.

A
Q
A
Q. Trinity Mission.
A
Q. West Bay, that's in the Springfield area?
A

. That's the downtown area, I wouldn’t call it Springfield.
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Q. Ottis used to frequent that place?

A. Yeah, quite often, yeah, both of them.

Q. 1Is that place still standing or still in business?

A. Trinity Mission is.

Q. Did Ottis ever tell you about his trips with Henry and what they did
when they traveled? '

A. No he didn't, he never discussed it with me at all.

Q. Did he ever tell you about any murders he committed?

A. No, he uh, I don't think Ottis ever would I tell you the truth.

Q. We understood that he had some type of medical condition such as
epilepsy, is that true?

A. He might have had two light cases of it is all I can recall of it.
Q. You recall just two incidents?

A. That's right, just mild cases of it you know, it wasn't serious you
know.

Q. Was he taking medication for that?

A. I don't think he did.

Q. Was he seeing any physician for that or clinie?

A. No, I don't think 50.

Q. After your hife passed away, how many times have you seen Ottis since
May of 1981?

A. 1've only seen Ottis but three more times since then.

Q. When was the most recent time?
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A.

Q.

Last time was about four months ago.

Where was that at?
Over on Market Street.......

Was he with anybody?

1139 Market Street, Betty Goodyear, he used to work for her you know,

owns a bunch of apartments, he worked for her.

Was Norvella living with him?

At the time being, yes, he was there and someplace else,he was like

next week you know.

in and out, you know what I mean, they're together one week and someplace

Do you have any personal knowledge if Ottis ever traveled to Dade

County or Fort Lauderdale, Broward County?

A. Not to my knowledge no.
Q. Would it be unusual for Ottis to pick up and leave for days or weeks
at a time, then come back?
A. Oh yeah, he did that too.
Q. Quite a bit?
A. Quite a bit, yeah. %
Q. Was it always with Henry or would he do it by himself? |
A. He'd do it by himself sometime or with Henry, you know.
Q. What did he use for money to travel?
A. I wouldn't know, ha.
Q. Were you aware that Henry was a homosexual?
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standing wntil they leveled it?
It was standing about four or

At least four or five months?

Yeah

Was there still running water

~ When did you leave?

After my wife's death, you know.

You never went back periodically

.*PpOEPfOtP.O:PeO_TP

No, no, no.

still standing.

A. 1 didn't know that.

Q. You didn't know that?

A. No

Q. Do you know that now at this time?

A, T uh...

Q. You heard about 1it?

A. I heard it on television and newspapers you know.

Q. Did Ottis ever speak to you regarding a bus ride that he took from
up north that he took back to Jacksonville, did he tell you about that?
A. No he didn't, he never mentioned anything to me.

Q. The house that burned down on Day Avenue, how long did that remain

five months

over there?

I think there was, yeah, there was when I left anyway, you know.

Howell Toole he went over there to nail some boards on the

windows you know, stuff like that over there and as far as I know it was

at least.

to check on the house or the remains?
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APPROXIMATELY 10:30 A.M.

A. Not toc many keys, no, just there were keys like car keys and house
key and something like that you know, that's about it.

Q. Did he ever lose a set of keys to your knowledge?

A. Well he probably has you know, I don't know, he's always losing somethin
Q. Mr. Harley, I don't have any other questions that I can think of to
ask you at this time. TIs there anything else you want to add to your
statement at this time concerning this incident?

A. That's about all I can tell you.

THIS STATEMENT IS BEING CONCLUDED ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 1983 AT

Q. Was the property eventually sold?
A, No, I think it was taken up for taxes and stuff like that you know.
Q. Have you ever seen Ottis during the recent years, the past couple of

years in possession of a key ring with a large amount of keys on it?

Q. Sgt. Standley, any questions, Lt. Smith?
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