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The following will be a taped statement taken from Mr. Thomas Earl LAW,

black male, date of birth being 12/7/49, whose home address is 1593 West

26th Street, Jacksonville, Florida, home telephone number 764-7485. Mr.

LAW is employed by the Southeast Color Coat Roofing Company in Jacksonville.

This statement is with reference to certain knowledge and information that

Mr. LAW may possess concerning a homicide that occurred within the City of

Hollywood, Broward County, Florida at 300 Hollywood Mall, occurring July

27, 1981. This statement is being obtained by Det. R. Hickman #0434 and

Det. J. Hoffman #0038 of the Hollywood Police Department, and is being

obtained in the Duval County Jail in Jacksonville, Florida on Wednesday,

November 2, 1983 at 7:54 P.M.

Q. Mr. Law, before I take this statement, I'd 1like to place you under oath

by virtue of my commission as a Notary Public at Large in and for the State

of Florida. Do you mind beihg placed under oath?

A. Being placed under what?

Q. Do you mind being placed under oath, you're asked to swear to tell the

truth, do you mind?

A. Oh, okay, no, no.

Q. Would you raise your right hand? Do you solemnly swear that the

information you are about to relate in this statement to be the truth,

nothing but the truth, so help you God?

A, I do.

Q. For the record Sir, would you state your complete given name, your date I

of birth and your home address?

A. Thomas Earl Law, Decemberr7, 194%, 1593 West 26th Street.
Your telephone number?

Q ;
A. T764-7485. |
Q

Mr. Law, do you read, write and understand the English language?
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A.
Q
A,
Q
A,

Q.

MR. THOMAS EARL LAW, HAVING APPEARED BEFORE ME, A NOTARY PUBLIC AT LARGE
IN AND FOR THE STATE OF FLORIDA, AND AFTER HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN, DEPOSES
AND STATES:

Jacksonville, Florida. When was the first time you met him and where were

you working. It is my understanding you were on a job site?

Yes I can.

What was the last school you attended and the highest grade?
Carol State, California, Southward.

What were you going to major in? i

Theatre

What we'd like to know is your contact with one Ottis Toole of

A. Yes I had got work release some and we were working for the same
company. ;
Q. What year was that?
A. Approximately around 80, September of 79, somewhere along there. i
Q. Was that the Southeast Color Coat?
A. Right, I been with the same company.
Q. What kind of a person did you find Ottis Toole to be? Violent, pushy
or quiet?
A. Neither, he was just, talk a lot of trash.
Q. What do you mean trash?
A. You know, joke, kid around a lot. He wasn't violent or anything.
Q. Did you ever see him threaten to hit anybody with a shovel?
A. DNot while I was there.
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Q. How about threaten to shoot somebody with a shotgun?

A. DNot while I was there.

Q. Do you know of anybody on the job that was ever threatened by Ottis
Toole with a shovel?

A. Nope
Q. How about with a shotgun?

A. Nope

Q. Did Henry Lee Lucas work with Ottis Toole at the same time?

A. Uh, a little time later Henry came.

Q. You do know who Henry Lee Lucas is. Have you been reading the

newspaper recently or watched the television, the news?

Yeah, uhuh.

So you know that Henry Lee Lucas has been charged in Texas with murders?

Yes

And you are aware that Ottis Toole has been charged with some homicides?

Yes

Did Ottis Toole ever tell you about any murders that he was involved in?

No

D:beEDfOIJ>.OD>

Did you come into contact with Ottis Toole while you've been incarceratec
here at the Duval County Jail?

A. No, I haven't seen him,

Q. You haven't seen him. When was the last time you saw Ottis?

A. TUh, the first part of the year I was with him. I met him at some
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boarding houses.

Q. What year?

A. I think this year.

Q. 837

A. Yeah, and uh I went byhollering on his brother, Vernon, and Cttis was
on the front porch and I hollered at him asked him for Vernon, then he said
yeah he wasn't there.

Q. Where were these boarding houses?

A. They were in Springfield on uh, let's see what street was they on, uh
I think it was on the same street that the company's on, Market, Market.
Q Do you know who owned those boarding houses?

A, No

Q. In other words, it was the first part of 83, is that correct?

A. Yes I think it was the first part.

Q. Before that part of 1983, when was tﬁe last time you would have seen
Ottis Toole or talked to him, or get to see him?

A, Before then?

Q. Before that time, yes?

A. 1It's hard to say exactly. Well you know Ottis was working with the
where I'd just quit a while and come back a while, you know I might see him
in thé streets but that's about all.

Q. Did you happen to see Ottis around July of 19817

A. 817
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Q. 81
A. I can't really say, you know I can't say specific July.
Q. Did you know about when Ottis' mother passed away? Are you familiar
with that, she died?
A. Yes, yeah, I heard something about that.
Q. That was May of 81.
A. Okay
Q. Did you see Ottis at that time?
A. I think he was still with us at that time, during the time that his
mother passed away.
Q. Did you ever hear anything about Ottis stealing his brother's pickup
truck, him and Henry, stealing a pickup truck?
No, red pickup truck?
Howell
Oh Bowell, uhuh.

Did you know Howell Toole?

A,

Q.

A.

Q.

A. Yeah I know Howell.
Q. Do you know Betty Goodyear?

A. Who?

Q. Betty Goodyear, a white, blonde woman who has a rooming house?

A. T know Howéll, Vernon, Ottis and Lucas because at one point all of us

worked together.

Q. Alright, did Howell ever tell you that his brother and Henry stole the
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pickup truck?

A. No, Howell wasn't there that long
Q. When did Howell work there?
A. It was last year sometime, he was

only there for a few months, he was

pumping the union and the union had laid off and the union picked back up

at that time.

Q.

We have information that you were

knowledgeable concerning Toole's

attitude on a job site that he was bullish and he was protecting Henry

when anyone would make any comments about Henry because they were homosexuals

. . ) . |
and they were lovers and he was very protective about their relationship f
1

to a point where once he chased a guy

off of a roof with a shovel and on

another occasion he had left the job site, got a shotgun and come back to

the job site with the shotgun and threatened to shoot somebody.

A. If he did, I was at another
Q. During the time period that
or operate any vehicles?

. A Cadillac.

. What color?

. A gold Cadillac.
Two door, four door?
.  Uh, four door.

. Do you remember what year it was?

. It was an old one.

job, it wasn't the job I was on.

yvou knew Ottis, did you ever see him own
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Q. An old one?

A. Yes

Q. On the news here in Jacksonville recently they have been showing a news
coverage of a white Cadillac they say Ottis Toole had used. Did you see
those news reports?

A, Yes

Q. 1Is that the same Cadillac?

A, No, I don't think so.

Q. Did you ever see that Cadillac you saw on the news, is that from Ottis
Toole?

A. Once or twice at the shop.

Q. Okay, do you know what year that was that he was in possession of that
Cadillac?

aA. Uh

Q. In relation to when his mother died?

A. I'm trying to think cause I was at his house when we were in Gainesville
he come there to pick up the truck, he was there, we go back and forth
you know, early in the morning come back late that night. He would pick
up his brother and I think it was in the Cadillac.

. In that white Cadillac?

Yeah

. Would that have been before his mother died or after his mother died?

:P.OFPD

. After his mother died.
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Q. Did you know that Lucas had access to the compound of Southeast Color
Coat after hours via the use of a key or Reaves Brothers Compound? g
A. Nope

Q. Yes, alright, I mean Ottis.

Q. Did you ever see him in possession of a large quantity of keys, a key

ring with a lot of keys?

A. No

Q. Did you ever see him have any type of weapon in his vehicle or in his

possession?

A. No, I wasn't, you know he was alright to joke around with but you know
he was kind of you know.

. How was he financially? Did he have money? Was he broke all the time?

. He had money.

Q

A

Q. He had money. Did you ever borrow money from him? 1
A. Yeah

Q. Were you aware that he was, on occasion, repossessing motor vehiclesr

for a Used Car Lot here in Jacksonville?
A. No I didn't.

Q. Did you ever hear that before?

A, No

Q. I have no more to ask you in your statement Mr. Law. Has this been the

truth to the best of your knowledge?

A. Yes
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Q. Detective Hoffman?

A. I have no more questions.

THIS STATEMENT IS CONCLUDED 8:05 P.M.
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