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The following will be a voluntary sworn statement reference to an abduction/
homicide that occurred on or about July 27, 1981, occurring at Sears Mall
located at 300 Hollywood Mall, in the City of Hollywood, County of Broward,
State of Florida. This statement is being taken by Det, J.Hoffman #0038

and is being taken from witness identified as REAVES, JOHN JAMES, W/M, DOB:
3-5-42, mailing address, P.0. Box 128, Callahan, Florida, telephone 904-
879-3148. This statement is commencing on Thursday, October 27, 1983, at
approximately 1543 hours.

Prior to obtaining your statement Mr. Reaves are you aware that it is a
crime under Florida State Statutes to knowingly furnish false information
while under oath?

A. TIf you tell me I do.

Q. Well I'm telling you I'm a Notary Public for the State of Florida and
I'm going to place you under oath and if you lie while under oath you'll

be committing perjury? Okay.

A - Okay.

Q. At this time I'm going to place you under oath by virtue of my commission
as a Notary Public for the State of Florida, Broward County. At this time
will you please raise your right hand? (Let the record reflect that the
witnesses right hand is raised) JOHN JAMES REAVES do you solemnly swear to
tell the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth so help you God?
A. I do.

JOHN JAMES REAVES HAVING APPEARED BEFORE ME A NOTARY PUBLIC FOR THE STATE
OF FLORIDA, BROWARD COUNTY, HAVING BEEN DULY SWORN DEPOSES AND STATES:

Q. For the record would you please state your complete given name, date of
birth and home address :

A. JOHNNY JAMES REAVES, JR., born in Jacksonville, Florida, my date of
birth is 3-5-42.

Q. Okay your place of employment Mr. REAVES?

A. Southeast Color Coat Incorporated.

Q. And your position there.?

A. President, owner.
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Q. Okay. Mr. Reaves I'd like to discuss an individual that is known to this
agency by the name of OTTIS ELWOOD TOOLE, Do you know such an individual?
A. I know an OTTIS TOOLE.

Q. Okay has he ever been employed by your company?

A. Yes he has.

Q. And to the best of your recollection do you know when Mr. TOOLE became
gainfully employed with your company?

A. Not the actual date.

Q. No approximate, the year.

A, Ah, '77 I would say, somewhere in that area. Off and on approximately
7 or 8 years with me.

Q. And what type of employment did he do for you?

A, Laborer.

Q. What type of work does your company do?

A. Roofing contractor.

Q. Now do you know the last date that Mr. TOOLE was employed by your company’
Do you have any knowledge of that?

A. Ahm, it was reported in June or July of 1981.

Q. Okay well I was over at ah Mrs. McNETT who works for another company,
roofing company this morning and her records indicated that the last date
of employment for OTTIS TOOLE was ah, June 4, of '8l. Would those records

be correct?

A. Ah vyes.

Q. Okay now what type of employee was Mr. TOOLE?
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A. Ah he was a laborer, ah he did what he was told, and he worked hard, ah
he was under different foreman's direction.

Q. Okay can you just explain to clear something in my mind. When an employe
such as Mr. TOOLE would arrive for work what would be his normal routine to
check in or sign a time card or punch a time card, how would they go about
that?

A. He would just gather up with the rest of the crew and wait for his crew
to go out and he'd get on a truck and go with the crew that he's assigned to.
Q. Would there be any type of log to indicate he appeared on that day for
work?

A. Only the foreman's time report showing who worked and he turned that in
at the end of everyday.

Q. Okay would the employees have to sign something when they arrived at
work?

A. No.

Q. Okay so it was just the ah foreman to verify who was there at that par-
ticular job?

A, Right.

Q. Did you have any knowledge of OTTIS TOOLE owning a 1971 Cadillac four
door, black over white at one time?

A. He owned ah I think he bought my Aunt's Cadillac, I don't know if that's
the same one in question but ah,

Q. Mrs. McNETT, that's your aunt?

A. Right.
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Q. Yeah that's the Cadillac in question.

A. Alright well he had other Cadillacs too which I think HOWARD took one
over or something, I'm not sure.

Q. WE1ll this black over white would be the one I'm referring to, that would
be your aunts. Do you know about when he purchased that vehicle?

A, No I , I don't recall when.

Q. Did there come a time that he couldn't make any more payments on your
aunt's vehicle that he returned it to her?

A. I really don't know the circumstances about that Cadillac ah, you know

I know that he had it at omne time and then he give it back and T don't know
the circumstances why.

Q. As an employee for zh your company would he have keys to the compound
where the wvehicles are stored?

A. Not in my yard, I don't recall if he ever did my yard.

Q. No, I'm referring to....

A. REAVES ROOFING?

Q. R.B. GATE CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, where Mrs, McNETT kept her vehicle in that
compound.

A. Alright, even though that's my father's business we are totally separate
and independant as you have heard the problem we've had today.

Q. Right.

A, I don'tlmow that OTTIS was given keys however I think at one time OTTIS
was maintaining the office of something I believe he was doing janitorial

work in the office for rent or subsidizing his rent which he was renting from
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my dad.
Q. Right.

A. So he very well could have had keys to the gate to let people in and out.
I don't know but he very well cculd have had.

Q. Okay that's all, sure. Ah, no we were able to document where OTTIS TOQOLE
was in July of '81 okay. We know for a fact that he returned to Jacksonville
July 25th, '8l. I understand it's two years later a little more than two
years later, do you have any recollection if ah you have ever seen OTTIS on
or about that time, July of '8l in Jacksonville?

A, I, I can honestly answer, I can't say.

Q. Do you have any knowledge if a secial service worker from the Salvation
Army in Newport News contacted your company to verify OTTIS' employment

there at one time so that thej could give him bus money to get back to
Jacksonville from Newport News.

A. I recall someone talking to me and ah I think they asked me if they got
him back could he have a job and I told them he could.

Q. You recall a conversation with someone to that effeet?

A. Ah vaguely but I think I recall it yes.

Q. Okay well that telephone call would have been made to your company on
July 24, 1981, okay now if you could just recall for a minute, after they
said they were going to send him back to Jacksonville do you remember ever
seeing him a short time thereafter, after you received that phone call?

Maybe to come over and borrow money or something?

A, I'm not sure, I know he came back in December and worked one day I think,
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I'm not sure if he did come back and say he was gonna come back to work or
not, ah, T know that I stopped on the side of the road on Market Street,
somewhere about First and Market or somewhere in that area and I saw him and
asked him was he ever gonna come back to work and pay off the debt that he
owed me?

I see, do you know what time of the year that was?

It was during the summer.

0f what year.

I'm not sure, I think it was '82 or '81, I don't recall.

Okay.

e ko F

I don't recall what year, what date it was but I know it was ah, it was
in the summer and I'm not sure if it was '81 or '82.

Q. Alright ah.

A. I don't know when the last date was he worked with me, the records would
show and it was just before that.

Q. The records I viewed this morning indicated June 4, 1981, would have been
the last date.

A. That he worked for me?

Q. Right.

A. Yeah but was the full time or, or when did he mother die?

Q. His mother died on May 1l6th and was buried on May 19th of 1981.

A. Alright well, yeah it had to be a year later.

Q. Okay so that would have been '827

A. Yeah he was working in '82 I think he was working for ahm, ah a housing
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Q. Mrs, Goodyear?

talked to him.

it at that time.

cause.'she wouldn't check on it.

rooms out and everything...

ah, ah, apartment complex type thing for a lady, houses that he she rented

A. I don't who, I don’'t know her , I don't know her but I know he was taking
care of ah houses cause he told me when I stopped him ah more once I stopped

and asked him was he coming back to pay off that debt, ah, he was taking

care of apartments and he said the woman was paying him real good and he was

living here and everything and he wasn't gonna mess that up so ah I told him

I said well pay ten dollars a week or whatever you can to pay off that debt.

I loaned him $400, and ah I don't, I think it might have been '82 that I

Q. Okay let me just run something by you and ah let me know if this is
feasible. I spoke to your Aunt today, Mrs. McNETT, she indicated that when
OTTIS returned her vehicle to her that 1971 Cadillac I referred to earlier,

that you know she-just left it in the compound there and she had no use for

She said it wouldn't be unusual okay, for OTTIS to come

Is that feasible?

to the compound at night maybe when the business is closed, possibly had a
key, got into the compound and had an extra set of keys made up for that
vehicle after he returne& it to her and that he would just take the car out
randomly and ride it, go somewhere and then later on return it and Mrs. McNET]

you know would not be aware that the car was ever removed from the compound,

A. Ah if he maintained that office for dad it's feasible that he could have

had keys and ah, if he did take the car at night she would not have known
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and ah I wouldn't have known even though my office is right next door, I mean

you know at night we're not ever down there.
Q. What happens if the vehicle was gone for a period of three, four, five v
days, would they take notice to that?

A. Yes they would.

Q. Would they report the car stolen or would they just think that somebody
would bring it back?

A. Me, I would report it stolen although I'm not sure where, I don't
remember where that car was parked whether it would have been noticed or

not. I don't recall.

Q. That's a pretty good sized compound?

A. Yeah and I don't know if, with all the trucks in there I don't know, I
forgot where it was parked. I don't know I believe it would have been seen
if it was gone.

G. Alright. Do you know any of his co-employees that were ciose to OTTIS
that I might be able to speak to that maybe would be able to give me
additional information about him or his whereabouts on a particular date?

A. OTTIS didn't, ah he argued about the men all the time .not working like,
alot of times he went out to my house, him and LUCAS went to my house and ah
matter of fact he came into my house and called me from the house and ah told
me the men wasn't working and he was just mad about the whole situation and

I said OTTIS is tellin them he's gonna lose his job if they don't go to work
which he went back out and got 'em to work and he never was close to any of

the workers.
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Q. I see.
Other than LUCAS ah,
Cther than LUCAS?

Yeah he wasn‘t close to anybody.

o » o »

Okay other than ah fellow employees is there anybody in the Jacksonville
area that he kinda confided in that I might be able to speak to?

A. Ah not that I know of, not that I know of. (inaudible)

Q. Okay Mr. REAVES is there anything else you'd like to add to your statemen-
before it's concluded?

A, No sir.

Q. Has everything you've said in your statement been the complete truth as
you know it to be?

A. Yes,

Q. I have no further questions to ask you at this time.

THIS STATEMENT IS BEING CONCLUDED ON THURSDAY, October 27, 1983, at approxi-
mately 1555 hours.

The foregoing statement consisting of

nine (9) pages was SWORN TO AND SUBSCRIB
BEFORE me on this day of , 19

Notary Public
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