PR b s Y oo % g PLS
Coleman Lanterins.,

b
&;
e
o
b
el
®
b
o

. The mantles {phonetic).
3 right.

5 gitting there. What she was doing wag she was

=

for a space to come available, you know, over they

here and I waz parked right behind

d
e
o
e
o
ko
L
w
]
ey

9 We must have sit there for sizx, eight minutes,
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17 were on the west side of the building.

1g And she's here and I'm right behind her here. The

i¢ garden supply place, I don't know if vou're familiar

20 with the Ssarsz mall back then. The garden supply place
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i6 MR. MISTLER: -
17 INVESETIGATOR GARDHER: Okay.

ié ME., MISTLER: She was this way getting ready to go
14 into a parking place, and then he came down this way.

20 And when he stopped, their fenders would have been like

22 IRVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Okay.
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S0 thiz guy gets out of the car and he taksg --
and he's putting on a T-shirt as he gets out of the car
and he's tucking it in and he's standing there and I
thought he was gonna go over to her window and stari
talking to her, but he didn't do that.

He's tucking this sghirt in and he's Ilooking likse

this, and now he's walking up in beiween here and 1'm
right behind this lady here.
And he's walking up in here and he's going like
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o

., he’

L
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something, and you put somebody’'s head in it and filled
it with hair-spray and made like a plate -~ like a
little mini-antenna.
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iooking at this plate, he's looking from side to gide
1ike this until he sees me. And at that point we locked
eyes and the first thought 1 had was uprigl

mini-big foot, circus.




i And before I could

2 emiles. And his hair was like -~ it wasn't red, red
3 but if you put him in the sun, you'd see the red in the

4 hair.

5 And when he smiled, his teeth were just as green

& sg -~ almost as my front vard. 1 mean, 1 thought of
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Christmag and Jessie McKnight. And Jegsie McEnight
8 kid I went to —- it was about the elighth grade.

@ INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: I was gonna ask vou, 1
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15 wanted her to make my teseth green just like -- It was

16 s -~ And sghe kept saving, no, you don't want that.
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19 then I thought about Jessie McKnight and before I
20 could analyze that anymore, at this point hs had
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Z5 curbh first before this one does
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2 thig point, 1f thiz would have bsen vaporizsd,

2 wouldn't have bsen anvy more shocksd than 1 was.

How, he's over theve talking to this lady's kid
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and she's gotta zhit when ghe looks down and seesz this
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kid. ‘Cause there's a lady standing on the curb and
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10 ghe's digging with her right hand through the purse,
1i like she probably lost her credit card or maybe her

12 keys or somsthing, and she's digying through this.
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Bo, he's there and then finally the woman loocks at

him and she hag no reaction at all. 1 msean, vou Know,

that said to me that

ike Uncle Buck, vyou
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rough todavy,

rough, vou koow., 8o

she knew him, vou know, it's kinda

know. 1 mean, Uncle Buck looks

sut Uncle Buck, vou know, alwavs looks

I thought she knesw him, ‘causs

she had no -- no immediate reactlion to him.

I mean, if it had been my kid and I looked down

and seen that sor

rewhall sitting there that

y

‘ay face Lo
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face away from each other, of courss, wy first thing

would have besen to pull my kid back. And that's what 1T

thought her reaction
that rsaction.

S0 then I'm s8itt
don't think anything
moves. And when she
and I let out on my

as 1'm rolling now,

more look at thiz georewbs

‘g wrong and fin

wag gonna be, bubt she never made

ng in the truck there and I

211y thig lady
moveg, I put the truck into gear
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clutch and T take off. And right

look back over just to iLake one

11, and this lady and this

fourteen vear old girl that was with this lady digging

though her p

surse 18 gones,  Bomsthing -— My gut said to

me that there’s something wrong here. [t's Rinda liks

my eves are going what ths hel

going ysah, there's
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something wrong, there's somsthing
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Z And I was so sure thers was somsthing wrong,
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3 because now -- pow I looked arcund in the parking lot
for this lady, I loocked in every direction,
5 there's no wav she could have walked out into the

where 1
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& parking lot, she wouldn't have had snough fim

i vouldn®t have geen har. EBhe had to have gons back into

and you run into grandma and grandps or
12 Aunt and Uncle Bob and, vou know, he goes home with the

%%@ 13 ~w yoy know, takes the kid homs, [ mean, you Enow.

15 o then I sgtopoped zand when 1 stoppsd I would have

16 been straight acrosg from his geat in his car and I

17 could look into his geat. And my body was just like
18 ~«~ 1t wag shaking at that point, and I kept saving

1% there’'s something wrong, there's gzomething wrong hers,

20 I don't know what the hell it is, but there's something
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24 have ran into her and azked hser if she knew him, then
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curb there, you know. Of course she knows this guy and
aven though he's weird looking, there's no law against
baing weird looking.

He had on this shirt that -- You know, in high

he arms on hig shirt were iust soaked with
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pergpiration, the same way avound the neck and he had a
splotch here, it was like a brown splotch, maybe split
coffee or something, I don't know what caused it.

But this shirt he had on -- And then is personal
appearance, and then he had on a fuckin' pair of suit

pants that
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it him like & glove. Pinstripe sult pants
that fit him better than my suit fitz me.

80, I mean, it wasz kinda like, vou know,
avervthing ig getting welivder like the damn day goes
on.
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back of the seat, it's kinds like when

from our furnished apsariment to ouy
shoved evervthing in the car in one

I'm saving?

GARDEEH: Uh~hub,
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clothes and all kinds of stuff and

ilez from like presume they were

lawn equipment things, bscause

there was a lot of handles over thaers and thevy had all

the clothes packed in, so I couldn't zee what was on,

voun Know, other Lhan g

know exactly what
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that were ju
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they were.

GATOR GARDHNER: Uh-huh.
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which one wasg that ig, but it was
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3 Bo then I knew, hell, they couldn’'t have even
4 gotten in the car if that's what he was here to pick

tim up for. Was that still make him with him or not
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How, he's standing on the gide -~ ha's on the side

of the curb with him there now and -~ and they're
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standing, thevy're not moving towards

don't know if they're waiting for the other, you know,

people to come back out of the gtore or what,
80 my body's still shaking, hell, i1f they walk

past me then I couldn't have -- I dust couldn't have

At one point, this {foot was shaking on the sdge of

could move.
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S0 I was Lrving to unleash my hand off the gsar

t, and when [ couldn't do that, that dust made it
worse. 1 mean, now this thing -- My fuckin' body just
went -- it was just like vibrating. That's only the
second time I've ever had that happen. This went on
for about three minutes.

And the othser time in my life when it happensd, it
only happened mavbs ten seconds.
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mand. @ couldn’t turn my fuckin' head now.
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5 INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Uh-huh.

7 at the back, vou know, [ got {inaudible) body man, I'm

& more I look at this

instantly I knew it

7Z, they're

ig Caddy wasg ten

12 vears old,

i3 And it was clean asg s damn pin. And ths more ['m

*
g

tag and it's got a 1B

W

i4 looking -~ And now I look at thi
i5 tag, I said, walt a minute, that's a rental car tag.
ié IBRVESTIGATOR CGARDNER: 18?7

17 ME. MISTLER: 1E. That's a rental car tag.

i8 I gaid, is this a rental car, ten vears old,

: 149 Aluchia {phonetic} County. Hell, I didn’t even know

~- who the hell rents ten vear old cars. in

25 And 1'm leoking at this car and 1'm looking at it,
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and he just doegn’t it in this car. 1I'm -~ 1f ths

Thig Caddy was clean. Oiher

didn't fit in this
than it had well water all of the hood of it, this car
wasg clean.

% he's got like a dent in the back
bumper on thisz thing. And a body man's eve I'm saying,
what the hell caused that dent, a motorcycle hit it.

If a motorcycle hit it, then the inertia would
have carried it up under the deck lid. There'd be
marke on the dsck lid.

I looksd up on the deck lid, there were no marks
on the deck lid and at that time I lockead around the
window, there was no rust arcund the window either. He
must have backed into a pole, because it didn't esven
touch the deck 1id. The bumpsyr had like a long narrow
dent in it.

80 that was the only dent in this whole car, you

80 now I'm s8till gitting there, the parking lot's

- this

4

egrupted by now, I mean, thev're going nutg. 1 go

guy two cars back, every ten seconds getting out

calling me a3 gon-of-a-bitch every way he can, yvou know,
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hall vou waiting on,

didn't care, 1

until

o

“o then i
know, I mean,

spemed 11

S0 then thevy

walking

%
D

§

front corner of the car,
had that ball hat,

Ball hat out and I

Then,

eal zlow, an

you gon-of-a-biteh. You ko

PURNOR Y e A % ., e B e
waan't moving, I wWaszn't

I was sure.

tonk him forever.

his it probsbly was only minutss,

& Z

2dam sort of looked up

and Otisg rsachsd down and pus

gtarted to come out of the ty

‘rause I remember doing that to my kid, vo

Pushing hig hat down, 1f he does that again, I'm

@

#o I'm watching the kid,

thevy're walking

do that. He had red hair,

didn’t esvan

was looking

b S o
Otis

I'm watching

zlow and & f
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up

him and he looked dow

that this guy's doing this

fea}
(24

oW, I

going anywherse

You

but it
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hed ithe
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u know.
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i He never senit any gignsal.
2 S0 -~ Had he senit a signal, I was gonns send ths
3 dunk vard dog after him, but he nsver did. He goit on

4 into the car and he se¢en those Lwo things wers acrosgs

& gaying, vou know, careful, pops., vou're gonna cut the

kid.

o

h £ I thouoht mavbe he forgot about hizg gardsesning
9 vtensgils or stuff. vou know, Adam walked up to him and
19 then Adam turned around, and by that time Otis had
i1 gotten in, and he must have swooped his feet out, vou
14 Enow how vou're kid'll stand up and to get him to sit
§§§ i3 down vou swoonp vour feet, Which I've did dozens of

14 times with wy kid to make him sit down.

80 then 1 watched to see that he wasn't holding

[
AF

fiim down. 1 watched to see that Adam'e hande wasn't

Yo
fe s

17 flaring around -—-
18 IRVESTIGATOR GARDHEER: Where are vou now?
’ 19 ME., MISTLER: I'm still right on the very back. [
20 would be right across the very end of his back car
21 whare 1 can look at his tag, mavbe & couplse fset pagl

vy driver's door would have baen a couple of

g2 ocar

|8
2

ey |+

g
&
b
%;
e
4
o
i
8
&
m
£
v
Ty
m«
M"
[
U
s
by

23 fe
%«:r

2 80 now I'm watching in there, and he takes the hat

he's not holding the kid down or nothing, the
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1 kid'eg not flaring trying to get up from him. He takes
Z the hat and he lays it on the back of all this stufif
2 that's right behind there.
4 Becau when I thought of Christmas in that lot
5 that day, and I remember telling the detective, I
i & remamber thinking of Christmas, I remembered thres
7 things.

8 First the red and green in his hair, which

f&k
]
s
%%ms
5%%
“”*S
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s
b

G reminded me of Christmasz. This kid had
16 and that red hat.
i3 When they got around to the side of the car, it

i had green interior and I remember that little thought,

13 you know, where the hell's the red, and now there’'s the

i4 red. The hat, again.

) INVEBTIGATOR GARDHNER: What would vou sav at this

ié point if I told vou that he didn't have a red hat on.

i7 ME. MIBTLER: I°'d say vou were full éi z#hit, he
i had a red hat on. I see that like I'm loocking at you.

) 19 INVESTIGATOR GARDKER: Uh-hub.

28 ME. MISTLER: [ sese that green interior just liks

21 I'm loocking at you. I see the -- the Otis with the
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i MR, MISTLER: Then he's in the car -~ How, [ was

>

{ Otis iz sitting there in the car. The
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parking lot's locked up. This guy isn't going

4 anvwhere.

HVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Why not?

505
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an o0 where he wants Lo,

&
L
3

ti1l locked up

[

ME, MIZTLER: No, he can't. It'eg

e

& from ug sitting there. Evervbody has got the whole

4 parking lot.

10 He may have been able to back all the way out of
i1 thers.

14 INVESTIGATOR GARDRER: I thought he was

.
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pnorthbound, vou're gouthbound.

gt

14 MR. MISTLER: He was northbound, yveah.

o

15 INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Did he block the northbound

joo
W‘»
ang

17 I mean, was there & line of cars bhehind
i8 ME. MISTLER: Hot behind him.

19 IBVESTIGATOR GARDNER: How coma?
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20 MR. MISTLER: What they were doing, ig when

21 would come around that corner, they were feeding into
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and I thought, well, shit, I don't want to block har

in.

%?é

S¢ then 1 zee a parking space right ovar here,

from him, perfect. I

whiich was only 2

start to go into there because | want to leave thisz

And at that point I thought evervihing's finse,
‘vauge 1'm watching this kid, he's not flaring trving
to get away

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Uh-huh.

ME. MIBETLER: -~ Otisg isn't holding him, vou know.

ar coming down he s I don't

e
o
£
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&
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want to block hsr in and so then 1 pull on down., This
lady found one of them spots on the way down and pulled

in. 8o there was gtill nobody behind him. I mean, he

£
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ould have backed up out of there, it woul

but he could have backed up out

Or he may have been able to go arocund the cornsr
there, you know, to the east, right around whers
package pickup wasz. He might have been -- "Cause I
couldn’t ses around that corner, I didn't know if, yvou

Enow -- I know at one point I'd smeen cars heading out

sy g P s vy P i g o 5ory Y 4
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the wrong way out of there, so [ knew t

fosie

Z at one point, but that mayvy have becoms unblocked,
3 because they were starting to get ths other section
4 blocked.

it, they had it divided several

& different roads kinda went in and out of there., And

7 what people were doing, bscause the one road was

8 blocked, they were all coming up the wrong ons, the

«5}
e
£
3""%
aﬁ
W
Lk
o
¥
fd
i
o
]
o
&33
8
[
L
@

wrong way, 8o evervthing was

10 parking lot was locked up. They were starting to get

that undone. Thevy may have got that undone, he may

f=

Pond

nave went around that corner.

=

The parking lot had backed all the way, because

-

fad

here was still nobody behind him, you

@

14 like I sgaid,
15 know.

16 And when I seen that parking lot -- parking space
17 come open, I pulled over there and I was -- by the tims

18 got there sowmebody had pulled in front of me. So then

) 1% I had to go down to the next gection and the next

24 minute or so, and if there was a problem, I wanted to
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4 over drivewsay at the sames time we
5 got there.

And before we had gotten ocut of the car, they were

&

7 going Adam Walsh has been kidnapped, Adam
8 been kidnapped.
g We'd been upstairs at either -~ betwesan two and

5

io four in the afterncon on the same day -- Mavbe

-

11 should go back and sxplain what [ zaw after.
12 IHVESTIGATOR GAEDHER Olav.

13 ME., HISTLEER: Okay. After Otls had taken him and

14 put the hat back herse and that, and they had drove

18 0ff, I have no idea which direction they went off to.

i6 And I stood on that curb there, and I1'm like, wait a
17 minute, vou know, what the hell is wrong.

18 You know, vou sss what I'm saving?
18 Why wouldn't that be her -- her kid. I thought
20 because, vou know, I'm going on vacation, I get real

23 irritable right before I go on vacation, vou know. And

know, mavbe ['wm just
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23 letting thisg all -- making a mountain out of a mole

25 Bo I went inside of the store, and by the time I
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had got to that other door and walked inside the store,
I was 80 glad that I didn't come out of that car
becauge 1 know I would have thrown him to the ground
and broke his fuckin' arms, I just -- I know that junk
yard dog, what he was gonna do to this guy.

g¢ glad then, because now [ had weighed
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it just seemed like I almost made a huge
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mistake and threw Uncle Buck to the ground or

i

something.

8o I went on in and I bought my lantern bags,
which were right insgide the door, halfway out to the
right, went over and locked at a badminton szet, which
was & few aisles away, and locked at some other things
there, and I got in line and as I'm standing in line
here comes this crazy lady, velling Cooter. I can hear
her velling.

She comes running up through there. And I don't

S

know if you're familiar with Sears, but it's like

o
oot

main -~ the main walk ~- the main walkway that goes

hers,

M@

the way through out that way, and on this way

i
o

Well, I was right by the door here, s shes was
pretty good distance away. And now here comes this
lady and she just screaming Cooter, Cooter, and she's

ewinging around like -- and she got her purse carrving

it like a one-bladed helicopter.
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And sghe's swinging around, this purse iz straight

cut in the air, she's hollering Cooter, Cooter, and

|
by
[

zlams the purse down on the ground and she takses
off running towards the south and vou can hear her

saming, Cooter, Cooter, Cocter and it's getting

th
€3
4
333‘

lighter and lighter.
And then apparently she went out that door on the
south side. And then apparently she came back in that

iouder ag vou're hearing

S
i£h

door becauge now it's getiin

I thought, I don't mean any disrespect to anvbody,
I thought sghe was on a2 one-day passg from a nut house
somawhere.

She comes back up and now she's spinning around
and they got a table about this szize and they had
shirts, I believe they were shirts, I'm not positive of
that, but I'm pretty sure they were shirts. They used
to gelt them up on end like this.

IRVESTIGATOR GAEDNER: Uh-huh.

ME. MIBTLER: And they got these all these shirts,

W

and zhe's just thrashing hersgelf down

calms down. And I gaid, one of them two have to besn

Cocter, 1 thought she was Hpanish, that's what 1

WILLIAME & HAHN REPORTING SERVICES (305) 463-5071




ey

£

ol

B
o

o

W

thought Coocter meant sone

Ly
&
e
&
@
@
ot
v%‘%
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up to the store arcund two,

the afternoon, it was me,

wife and my son this time.

How, we're standing
rogigter that we
back and bought the badminton set,
now there's a blond

there's what [ bsliave

e

t

him. Big hsavy

guy, he could tame

ot
oy

vou know, mavbe

iike, vou Enow,

at was really

right by where the zame cash

ariisr that day, ‘vsuse we went

~haired lady standing there and

a cop standing nsxt to
here and there was zsomes

good, [ mean, standing

like whimpering, crving,

shoplifting or something like
not gonna be out of contr

teenager or mavbe a woman was
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is what it was

uard was there, grsat
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looks like the lady I saw this wmorning. And then I

'Cause the lady in the morning was speaking

v’i‘»
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i
o

wWaY awav and gpinning around. 8o I never conng

0

two, you know.

And the security guy, you know, he had asked him
to put on a thing to ask him to come either to the
checkout or come somewhere,

80 when my wife and I heard that, she said to m
Key West and I'm thinking Key West. 1I'm thinking the
exact same thing she's thinking, because ocur son
drifted away in Key West once for about an hour, he
drifted in the wrong room and laid down and went to
sleep. And for that hour, it'd be the darksest hour

my fuckin' life. But, vou know, we thought our kid

Bo my wife szaid immediately Key West and I was

thinking ths

me, becauss we had heard that on the thing, g0 we

figured he just drifted away in the store for a few

wly

sgams thing that she had jtust ssid to
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1 minutes.
2 HVESTIGATOR GARDHEER: What d4did vou hear?

ME . MISTLER The security guard had said -- 1 wasg
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there watching him. The security guard said,
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they said, will Adam Walsh plsase come ta -- I
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& don’'t know 1f it was the checkoul counter or the

k. gervice desk or, they asked him to come szomewhars.
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just left, you know. And we figured, vou know,

everything was fine.
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80, my son had knew Adam Walsh because he plaved
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on the same playvground that Adam Walsh plavs on. 8o
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18 that day in the store, he zaid that's Adam Walsh'
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and I'm heading towards the police department, which is

hear this blue van
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commercial again, but the only diffsrence isg how
bBlue van commercial, they put a ladder on the bac
this blue van.

I don't know if you lived here back then --

IRVESTIGATOR GARDNWER: Uh-hub.

MR, MISTLER: Oh, vou did. Do vou know the

van commercial I'm talking about?
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fuck, they're putting options on this thing I s
white Cadillac, I didn't see no blue van.
they're putting options, there couldn‘t be any

connection, I'm not gonna waste Hollywood Police

Department 'z time.

There's like a strest or two that's got littl

cross-throughs, right before I got to Johnson, I

and went back and then went on home bescause 1 was

that the old man, the weird loocking guy in the Cad

thie

7 4

Blue

ladder on the back. T said,

had nothing -- vou kpow, that wasn't important because

this blue van. They brain-washed me with this blue

WILLIAME & (305) 463-5071
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2o I smat in my bedroom,

out and the commsrcial

coftee and
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that was ds
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man.
There was a female reporter there and vou could
tell in her wvoice, she zaid are vou sure thisg iz the

man. Because by that time I was standing two inches

i

male

&
e

away from that screen, and I said to this fe¢
reporter, veah, honey, that's him and the chief gaid
that's definitely him,

I said, ses. It's like all three of us were in
the same room having the same conversation. 1 fuckin'

instantly knew, bscause that weird guy looked sxactly

&

like that picture. 1If I had a box of cravons, I could
have colored it in. It's a black and white picture
with the red hair and the green testh.

INVESTIGATOR GARDHNER: Let me ask vou this, Bill,
two yvears after this occurred, vou identifisd -- ag
soon as you gsaw O'Toole's picture or Otis Toole's

picture on TV, vou khew -

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: How come for two years vou
didn't know that Adam Walsh was the one that was
abducted?

Because his pictures were in the paper --

time, and Adam Walsah

old. He didn't look like a sgix vear old. 1t could
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the ball hat.

You know, I couldn't remember that and I couldn’t
remember -~ I didn't remember the shorts and I didn't
remember the color of the ball hat --

INVESTIGATOR GARDHER: How do you remembsr all
those things now?

MR. MISTLER: I remembered that now because when 1
remambered thinking of Christmas, whenh one of Lhe
detectives (inaudible) remember thinking of Christmas.
I thought of Christmas because first the kid had the
red ball hat and the green pants. Otis had the red
hair and the green testh. The car had the red -~ or
the green upholstsry, so that one thought tied those
three together. Up until that time, everyvthing locked

gray, I mean, I couldn‘t make the colors of that out.

#

IHVEBTIGATOR GARDNEER: When did the colorg come to
you?
ME. MISTLEE: The colors came to me on the pants

» st

and the other things once I remembered Christmas. Whan

I remenmbered Christmas --

ME, MISTLER: That would have bhesn when 1 was
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1 talking to Jack Hoffman.

2 IRVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Okay. 1991.

3 ME. HMISTLER: 91, veah.
4 A lot of pieces started coming up. When you
5 remember one thing, something else vou remember.

. & Where it could have been him, thig kid never

o)

amiled at all that dav and in that picture of him he
& wag smiling, vou kEnow.

e Adam loocked like a four grown four vear old. I

%

10 don't know, he must have just -- I don't know if he
i1 Just turned six or what, but he sure as hell didn't

14 look like a sizx vear old. VYou know what | mean, size-

13 wise. You know, kids are funny, sometimes they'll grow

-

3
oy,

:nd other times they don't.
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15 IRVESTIGATOR GARDNER: In '83 when vou saw this on

17 MR. MISTLER: Uh-huh.

ig IBVESTIGATOR GARDNEE: -~ why didn't vou go to the
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25 Row 1 figure, wailt a minute, this is the chief o
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police, he had on the uniform in that press
conference, hell, he probably must lesd the city
parade with that uniform, is the only other thing he
dosas with it. He looked official as azhit.
I know they got the right guy, Hollywood Police iz
on televisgsion telling me they know they got the right
guy. They definitely got the right guy.

How, before vou put somebody on television that
comes in there and admits to a murder, vou have to tell

1 of 2 lot before vou do that, right?
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I mean, if I walk into Hollywood Police
Department, what do I just have to gset thers befors
elsven #o thevy' 1l put ms on TV?

g0 much information for them
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to make that kind of a statement on television, that,

i mean, Jesug Christ, vou just don't take & guy walking

in and sav, I popped somsbody, thev say, fine, thank

wa'll get vou on TV.
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B0 now I'm glitting there and I'm taking the chief
at hisg vword. I mean, if the chief don't know what ths

going on up there, who does.
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But to be real sure, I wanted to gzee what John
Walsh had to zav.
S0 the next day, vou know, we looked all that

night, we couldn't find him on TV, and I know he'd been
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on TV the next day. 8o my wife and I took off work,
was on Wednesday and we were at home, and we took off

work to deal with this. We were gonna deal with this.

i

»

Was 1 gonna come in or wasn't I gonna come in. VYou

know, because now the way the chief's making it sound,

we don't need vou Bill, what the hell do we need vou

80 he had almost fully talked me out of it, I
wanted to see what John said the next day.

And the next day John comes on television and he
gaid he'd like to have five minutes zalone in a room
with this guy somewhere. And I say, why would he want
five minutes alone in & room with this guy somewhere if

he didn't believe this is the guy who popped his kid.

iy

{

)f course, Hollywood Police Department had to fill
him in and they definitely knew what happened. That
meant I didn't have to get this sgkeleton out of my
cupboard for doing time as a teenager. Because now
Adam Walsh is bigger than the Linberg baby, ten days
before Otis turns himself in, hell, there's a full
length movie on him, 80 you're not dealing with an
average local six vear old kid anvmore.

INVESBTIGATOR GARDNER: Why didn't vyou at least

come forward or call the police and sgay, hev, thisz iz

vou know what blus van stuff's a bunch of
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i crap. ‘Cause I zaw 1t and we're talking a black and
2 white Cadillac, there wasn't no van involved?
3 MR, MISTLER: What do vou mean, call them after I
4 nad seen Otisz on
5 THVEETIGATOR GARDNER: Yeah.
. & MR. MISTLER: Why should I? They definitely knew

7 whe they had.

2 They were so sure of who they had. 1 mean, it's

G the chief, this isn't a

rockie cop, this is the chief telling me. It's

o
£
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e

definitely the man.

80 now John Walsh is telling me he wants five

ol

minutes alone in this room with thisg guy, I'm saving,

=
2

wait a minute, theyv've got this guy pinned to the

L
s

15 fuckin® wall, what do they need me for. They don't
i6 need me.

17 B0 to b real, real sure now, my wife and I

18 watched the newspaper afterwards and that and they

19 talked about four -- four murders they wers
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24 o1t Those othesry four murders.
23 S, I mean ~- 80 it'gs -—- Thev're not gonna put
24 Adam VWalsh ahead of these other four, because they
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gonna spend the monev or for whatever reason they

weren't gonna take him and go through with it.

Fowmis

fs

And so I heard nothing. And if we weren't loocking
I'd say, well, veah, but my wife and ! were both
locking and we haven't stopped looking for information

about that zince that dav.

{Thereupon, Tape 1, Bide 2 concluded.}

E5 L SE
Hide 1.

isn't the little boy that vou -- although it was Adam
Walsh that wasz taken, vou never -- vou never connscted
those pictures with the little boy ~~

ME. MIZTLEH: [ never connectsd them becausse first

I couldn’t ~- couldn't remember the color of ths hat.

o

I didn't remember the color of hiz pantsz.

I mean, but the zizs iz what threvw me off mors

than anvihing I mean, Ad never swmilaed once and thevy
E 3 FA # £

i
S
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ME. MISTLER: HNo, they put me under hypnosis
twice., First -- First time they went dry, I hadn
slept in a couple dayg and Jack Hoffman come over

blow smoke up my ass, he was lyving to

e
b
fou
o
fond
ol
[
W

about Adam, I knew he wasg blowing smoke up my ass
It was kind of like a waste of myv fucking ti

It gorta pissed me off, and I hadn't slept in a

days and I wasn't even sure I wanted to get involy

20 when ve went there under hvonosis and we
to the parking lot there and this Harlick (phonet

guy sort of took me avound in the parking lot and

563

‘.
z

and

then,

B

couples

want
ic)

that

and we went through the same area wherse evervihing

happesned.

And I really couldn’t get anything out then.

{inaudible} went back over to the Hollywood Police

Department and got in my car and started home, and
wag coming through the intersection, it was kinda

2,

a8 -- Have you sver seen the cash register where t

First § saw the A~U-A next to (inaudible), Al

wasn't sure what ares it was in,
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time, and it cams out -- it came out S0BLTE and then

1 and the E and if you move them back to the front, and

then the 7 had to be the T that T had descoribsd. Eo

cence I gaid that, I knew that, because then I remsmber

wag & rental car tag and I had never seen a fuckin' 1E
tag on anvthing but a rental car, which I found unusual
to be in that parking lot.

And then I thought of the other little thought T

hought about, I had them all in the row, had that

é““?

other one not been a -- 1f the 0 was a & or szomething,

INVEETIGATOR GARDNER: [How, was vou're describing

to me today the thoughts about the 18 and the rental

MR. MISTLER: Uh-huh,

IBVESTIGATOR GAKDHER: -~ I'm ftrving to -~ what

to, Bill, iz did you - do vou today

that the day this happsined ~-

now after hypnosis and vou ses the 1R and vou place

WILLIAMS & HAHN REPORTING SERVICES (305%) 463-5071




MR. MIBTLER: I
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thoughts. You know, the little thoughts vou have likse

how did that happe wag it a motorevels

make that kind of a dent. You know,

inertia would have carvied the motoroyvel

deck 1id, I remember locking under the deck 1id.

I remember looking arocund the back window for rust.

And 1 remember the other littls

couldn't have besn -~

ar looking

BVESTIGATOR GARDHER: Do yvou remenb

making those visual observations —-

it

SE’%%
bl

MHE. MISTLER: On the day tha

INVESTIGATOR GARDHER: ~- or do

But what happened was, like davg ~--

after, and right after vou would do

»&

”"‘3’“

pop up. And by that time, Jack Hoffman

lying to me, 8o 1 wasn't —-- there were

popping up and I didn't bother to telling him,

know, they were already vanking ms
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other side of I-95 right before Ives Dairy Road and it
Grenada and I could see the blus smoks
coming off, you know it was a flatbed, it wasn’t an
enclosed semi, but it was a full-length szemi and it

coma separated from ths truck, and when it did, it came

There was a gray Grenads and it hit -- hit her on
the gide, the tires hit her on the gide and she
straightensd it up and it came over and hit her again
and I kept seeing these big puffs of blue smoke on the
osther side of the road coming.

And then you can say what you want about lady
drivers, this woman sgtraightened that car out all thres
times, you know, and finally got it stopped. And then

topped, the bhack end of the

e
b

finally when she got i
semi turned and came right across the expressway at me
and there was nothing I could do. I mean, I-didn't

have enough time to put the gas on, put tha brakes on.

nd right at the last gsecond, the -- the little

e

wheals that they got on therg -—-

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Right.
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MR, MIZTLER: -~ it was running on thosge, it had
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dug into like the shoulder and it lifted up just like a

horse would rear up and when it did, my truck went over
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knew I was telling the truth

mw

Okav.

ME. MIBTLER: They wasted my time, he repeatedly

lied to ne.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER:

That's it7

ME. HMISTLEE: That's

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER:

guestions here a few minutes.

ME. MISTLER: Ho.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER:

we go through the raview.

Anything else?

Gkay. Let me work on sone

bathroom or anvithing

£

11 try these and see how

e guestions are just --

If you have any questions about them, vou need anything

£

the questions with vou, le

&

particular question.

MR. MISTLER: Okay.

INVESTIGATOR GARDHER:

clarified or if you need anything changed as T review

2t me know sz I come to that
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where you were born, youy

name, & couple

that. Theve sre some guestions

ME., MISTLER: Uh-huh.
INVEETIGATOR GARDNER:

svaluation goes.

The guestions about your veracity, that comesz

regult of -~ vou know, vou

wantsg vour son or he dossn

H

not here. I vou're a 1itt

had a {flat tire. You know,

garious lies or anvthing,

just need to be clarified

that'e accuratse ovar here,

cericus liss

your truth

—e g far ag & final

toeld me vou
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test we have

Adam Walsh, do you intend to answer ths guestions about

e
g
s

. GARDHNEER: Have you lied aboui anvy of

the detsilsg of Adam Walsh's in July of 19817

ITRVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Did vou lie in vour

&5
p
G
ooy

statements when vou gaid that all of the dsialls
Adam Walsh's abduction are from your personal

obresrvation?

IRVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Okav. Answer the question

ME. MIETLER: Yes. Yasz.
IRVESTIGATOR GARDHER: Ho, no, no, Ligten to the
guesstion.

Did you lie in your statemsnts when vou said that

&
Yot
ook
(s
vy
n
!
%
[ d
e
Bk
p oy
o
.
o
o
Py
x
=
8
pat
flooni
e
B
5B
g
£
Y
[
i
o
ol
s
R
&
oy
[
o
<]
g
o
bt
o

ot

et
gx"‘ﬁ
ot
s
>
"
{423
e
o i
e
Ve
=
fed
fen
Y
beu )
# n d
Bt
bt
Gd
Ry
o]
)
9y
domg
&%
\;7 3
&
ol
Lo
[y
[
fe
Cad
i
[
.
fy




W N e

O W @ N o o

e
N e

16
18

20
21

;

24
25

100

MR. MISBTLER: Did I lie.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Did you lie -- Did you lie
to anyone, me, Mr. Ray, Mr. Hoffman --

MR. MISTLER: Oh, no.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: You understand what I'm
asking?

And it's a longer question, I apoclogize for it,
but this type of test sometimes lends itself towards
questions that have to be a little longer than I would
really prefer.

S0 the qguestion is did you lie in your statements
when you said that all of the details of Adam Walsh's
abduction are from your personal observations?

MR, MISTLER: 1 didn't lie about that, no.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Okay. Your answer is -- is
no to that guestion?

MR. MISTLER: I didn’t lie about that. If I'm
understanding that question correctly.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Right. Okay.

Let me see if I can shorten this down.

S8ee if this helps. I understand (inaudible) and
I'11 keep working with it till we get it where it's
comfortable.

Are you lying when you say that all the details of

Adam Walizh's abduction are from your personal

WILLIAMS % HAHN REPORTING SERVICES {305} 463-5071
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observation?

ME. MISTLER: No, I'm not lying about that.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Okay. Just yes or no is
all I want.

MR. MISTLER: That'd be no.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Right.

MR. MISTLER: No, I'm not lying. No.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Okay.

MR. MISTLER: Okay.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Let's try those three
questions one more time. All three are about Adam.

Regarding the abduction of Adam Walsh, do you
intend answer questions about that truthfully?

MR. MISTLER: Yes.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Have you lied about any of
the details of Adam Walsh's abduction in July of 19817

ME. MISTLER: Wo.

IRVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Are you lying when you say
that all the details of Adam Walsh's abduction are from
your personal observation?

MR. MISTLER: 1I'm not lying about that, no.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Okay. I'm trying to get -—'
I'm just trying to see -- I ask you the other question,
have you lied about any of the details of Adam Walsh ~-

I'm just rewording the questions is all I'm doing.

WILLIAMS & HAHN REPORTING SERVICES {305} 463-5071
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gpecific igsue from a
ME. HIZTLEER:

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER

I want to maks that
ITHVESTIGATOER

lied about the details of Adam Walsh's abduction in

July of 817
HE. MIZTLER:

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER:

GARDHER:

I like to sddress

iifferent ang’

And that’s all I

ilie. I mman,

m doing.

you know,

The one guestion, bave vou

Are vou lving when you say

that all of the detailes of Adam Walsh's abduction are

from vour personal cohgsrvations?

MR. MISTLEE:

INVESTIGATOR

MRE. MISTLER:

INVESTIGATOR

MR. MISTLER:

IRVESTIGATOR

INVEBTIGATOR

T'm not
GAHDNER:
I'm okay

GARDHER:

lyving about that.

Can we —-

now., I'm fine

Bk g e % de By

now?

now.

.

sident when vou were

me, I'm referring
WILLIAME & HAHE HEpORT
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i nineteen yvearsg old, that's why I gualify this question.
Z Othey than what vou've told me, during the first 30
3 vears of vour life, do vou remember lving to somesna in

5 MR, MISTLER: Ho.
. & INVESBTIGATOR GARDNHER: Okay. Is there something

‘re afraid I'll ssk vou a guestion about during
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MISTLER: Ho.
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e

10 IRVESTIGATOR GAEDHNER: Okav. Those are all the

11 gquestions vou're going to be hearing today. As I gaid,
12 thevy're gonna be mixed around, put in different plsasces,
§§§ 13 put those are the gquessiions
- K put those are the guesszitiions.
14 ME., MISTLEE: Okav.
ik IHVESTIGATOR GARDHNER: Okavy?
is Lean forward, please,
i7 I need vou to stand for a second.
i8 Okay. Blood pressure cuff ve put on vo
19 foresrm. 1 do put thisz on tight, the tighter I wrap
. 20 it, the less additional pressure I have to add to it.
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garlier. And during the test, Rill, I'm Lo ask
you to close ¥ That'll make things & little

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: FHow, in just a moment ['11

111 start making sonme

turn the {(in
adjustments getting it tuned to you. During that
tuning process, 1'11 let yvou know when I'm going to
inflate the blood pressure cuff on vour arm. That
thing needs to be pumped up a little bit,

fve inflated the cuff, you'll hear me say
the test is about to begin. The main gquestions will

come in about ten geconds and I'11 epace them asbout

MHE. MISTLER: Okavy.
INVESTIGATOR GARDHER: During the test, 1'11 be

asking you to sit still. Anvy body movements vou make

@
o
-
z
Jpudie
ot
o

5&3

ig detected by these components, it causes

&

changes to occour when on the chart
If you move around, 1°'11 watch vyou during the
tegt, 1'11 make a notation on the chart that that
particular change was caused by a movement, rather than
being later interpreted as a deceptive change.
If you move arcund too much, we have to stop and

start over till vou don't move.
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MR. MISTLER: Okay.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: 8o if you need to scratch
anything, now's the time.

Okay. If you just get yourself comfortable, close
your eyes, I'll inflate the cuff on your arm just in a
few moments. I'll let you know when.

You can open your eyes. I have to make an
adjustment up here.

Okay. 8it still, please.

Just relax, I have to make another adjustment.

I'l1l be inflating that cuff on your arm.

The test is about to begin.

Were you born in Kentucky?

MR. MISTLER: Yes.

INVEETIGATOR GARDNER: Regarding the abduction of
Adam Walsh, do you intend to answer the questions about
that truthfully?

MR. MISTLER: Yes.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Are wvou completely
convinced that I will only ask you questions on this
test we have reviewed?

MR. MISTLER: Yes.

INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Between the ages ©f 26 and
30, do you remember telling a serious lie to someone

who trusted you?

WILLIAMS & HAHN REPORTING SERVICES {305) 463-5071
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ME. MISTLER: Ho.

o

Z INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Have you lied about anv of

et

g

4]

1

o

3 the details of Adam Walsh's abduction in July of
4 HME., MISTLEE: Ho.

5 IRVESBTIGATOR GARDNER: Other than what you have

. & told me, during the first 30 vears of your life, have
7 you ever lied to someone in authority?

G ; INVESTIGATOR GARDNER: Are you lyving when vou say

10 that #ll of the details of Adam Walsh'zm abduction are
i1 rom your personal observation?

12 MR, MISTLEK: No.

IBVEETIGATOR GARDNER: Is there something slsze vou

[
ot

=

are afraid I will ask vou a question about during this

» “@

tast’

[

ME. MISBTLER: FNo.

it
(%3]

INVESTIGATOR GARDHER: The test is over, you can

o
-

18 open Your eves.

i9 Don't move vet, please
. 2 ME. MISTLEE: 8o how did I do?

21 IBVESTIGATOR GARDEER: We've got a lot more to do

bafore we come to that conclusion.

Bod

ME. MISTLER Okay.

aN
[

IBVEETIGATOR GARDHEE: Okav. BL1Y, what I do at
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this time, my polygraph procedure is I'm gonna divert
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107
away from those questions. I want to do a series of
questions and do one chart which will give me a picture
of what it looks like when you tell a lie.

MR. MISTLER: Okay.

(Thereupon, Tape 2, Side 1 concluded.)
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CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

BTATE OF FPLORIDA
85

St Ve g

COURTY OF BROWARD

I, MARBHALL WILLIAMSB, Fotary Public in and

%

for the Ztate of Florida at Large:

DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing tape
recorded polygraph interview was reduced to typewritten
form undsr my supervision; and the foregoing pages numbered
L to 107 are a trus record of the contents of the tapse
recording.

I PURTHER CERTIFY that I am not an
attorney or counsgel of any of the partiss, nor relative or
employvse of such attorney or counsgel oy financially
interested in the foregoing action.

WITHEES WY HAND AND OFFICIAL BEAL in the
City of Fort Lsuderdals, County of Broward, Htate of

Florida, this Xé;w davy of March, 199%7.

*

PHotary-Public, State of Florida at
Largse.
My commisslion sxpires:




