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THIS IS A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION BETWEEN BARRY GEMELLI AND INV.
PHILIP J. MUNDY OF THE BROWARD STATE ATTORNEY’'S OFFICE ON

SEPTEMBER 23, 1997.

THE FOLLOWING NOTATIONS WILL DISTINGUISH SPEAKERS:

BG: BARRY GEMELLI
PM: PHIL MUNDY

!cH*#*Ra#***i’ta*x***a**t**ﬁk****i***l&*t**l***!t!il*%“**ﬂﬂ*****tﬁ***tti%%*t%***

BG  Hello
PM:  Hello is Barry Gemelli there please?
BG:  Speaking.

PM M Gemelli this is Phil Mundy, I am the investigator with the State Attorney’s Office.

BG.  Yes Mr. Mundy how are you doing?

PM'  I'm fine thank you. I just got back from vacation and I decided [ better get to you
because you apparently have been waiting smce around August 18th for somebody to cail you.

BG. Yea as a matter of fact, Joe ...

PM:  Matthews’

BG  Matthews had spoken with me on a couple of occasions. And basically he said that
| probably wouldn’t even hear from you.

PM:  Really?

BG:  Yea he said that you know he was going to talk to you when you got back.

PM- Oh T haven’t heard from him yet Cause [ only got back yesterday.

BG:. Ok

PM-  But know I haven’t heard from him Can you give me just a rough idea of what it is
that ..

BG  You know I basically was the hospital administrator at Union Correctional Institution.

PM.  Ohok

BG: When Ottis Toole died.

PM: Ohlsee, I see .

BG And [ basically let him know that Ottis Toole did have conversations with some folks
prior to his death, that 1 guess all along Det. Mundy that this stuff would relate to the Hollywood
Police Department.

PM.  Well the last thing T remember hearing about that was that Det. Smith. when Toole
died which 1 think was around September 14th of last year?

BG.  Earlier than that.
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PM:  Was it earlier than that?

BG.  Yea I think it was June, July. I could be wrong.

PM:  No [ think it was September of *96.

BG.  No it was before September of “96. Quite sure it was.

PM:  Really?

8G  Yea

PM: Well the thing ...
BG:.  Anyway

PM. At any point, after his death Det. Smith from Hollywood he told me he had gone up
there | believe and interviewed a lot of people. Now [ don’t remember ever seeing any report from
him or any statements that he took from people. Do you have any knowledge of him coming up
there”

BG  No to be honest, Det. Mundy, what was kind of really strange and this is what Joe will
probably fill you in on, when Ottis Toole was finally placcd in the Infirmary, we were under directions
and T say “we,” myself, the Medical Director and the director of nurses, we were informed under no
circumstance would we discuss Ottis Toole with any member of the media, any attorney, any law
enforcement officer that any information about his condition would be directed to the prison
investigator which was Jeffrey Brooker and that was taken at the time. Or would be directed to his
office which was fairly unusual considering you know all of us have been doing this job for a long
time and you don’t know me and [ don’t know you. If you were to call and say “I’'m John Doe from
wherever” and I want to know about Ottis Toole I wouldn’t give you, I mean I wouidn’t give you
the time of day because I don’t know who you are. And we would respond like we do with every
individual the same way. This was a little extraordinary type of feeling, any type of information leak
so no big deal. We didn’t think anything of it at the time. And I guess that’s what, I saw the program
here on television a couple of months ago, a month and a half ago, whatever, where John Walsh had
made the comment on the program that when Ottis Toole died you know he died carrying ail this
information with him that nobody knows anything, he never opened up and he didn’t state anything
and T kind of sat here kind of like in awe, like that is not the case. And that is the reason why I called,
1 just kind of deliberated for awhile and said it is just really strange because anything that took place
in the infirmary was relayed on to the superintendent and to the prison investigator. [ guess we
thought that they were in contact with the proper authorities from Hollywood.
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1 just kind of deliberated for awhile and said it is just really strange because anything that took place
in the infirmary was relayed on to the superintendent and to the prison investigator. 1 guess we
thought that they were in contact with the proper authorities from Hollywood.
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PM: No apparently not.
BG.  And that is what I am saying that is what was really kind of strange.

PM-  See I knew that Det. Smith had spoke to Toole, I don’t know when it was but it was
sometime when he was sometime apparently really headed downhill health wise. And Smith had
requested from somebody to be notified if it looked as if he was going to pass on and he would run
up there and see if Ottis had anything to say prior to dying but as it turned out one thing led to
another in the end and Smith was not notified until after Toole was dead. And then again as I say I'm
under the impression that Smith had gone up and interviewed some people and I can check with him
on that. Maybe he didn’t interview the correct people or something I don’t know.

BG  Well if he interviewed individuals, as the hospital administrator he interviewed any
nursing staff then it was either done and nobody informed me of it or they may have said something
to me and then it just went over the head because quite often you know we are gerting served with
documents from the medical staff and you know we are having the individuals go out to the
investigators office and we have attorneys and stuff that come in to take depositions and depose us
and things like this and so [ mean it is not unusual that if somebody says so and so had to talk to a
law enforcement officer or an artorney I would say well that is ok. But something like this I would
have thought maybe [ would have been more aware of it.

PM: Do you know in particular Toole conversed with regarding Walsh?

BG  Yea well one of them was Joe Thomton.

PM.  Whos?

BG He was the medical director.

PM.  And were there others?

BG  Well I know of a nurse that and you know this was like second hand information to
me that the nurse that worked the [1:00 PM to 7:00 AM shift, and I couldn’t remember who it was
from back then. As a matter of fact I think I gave Joe the name of Myrile Brown. And I couldn’t
remember if Myrtle Brown worked 3.00 -11:00 or 00 to 7:00 and she was the nursing supervisor but
you know he did speak to or befriended one of the nurses, and one of the nurses befriended him.

PM.  Other than Myrtle Brown you mean?

BG Right, you know it may have been her or it may have been somebody else and then
aerain or also the conversation was from that person relaved onto me that he had stated that he did
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it and before he had passed away. And of course that was no big shock to us because Joe Thornton
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was a Roman Catholic, a very religious individual and Joe would do his rounds that he normally had
to do and I guess that it did not surprise me when Joe made the comment that he said “well I guess
it was something we all knew he did it, I guess he just needed to state it”. You know something to
that effect.

PM:  And I take it Joe is no longer at the ..

BG:  Joe left in July of “96, maybe the Ist of August, left the prison system and %3; tol
think San Antonio, Texas.

PM:  Really. And Myrtle, Myrtle Brown?

BG. [ have noidea I left the department as a matter of fact I worked [ moved out of there
in August from Union and came to Gainesville area to the regional office and then I left the
department in December of "96.

PM. Do you know if besides admitting that he had killed Adam do you know if he provided
any of these people with any details of the case”

BG  You know I really don’t because I mean again it was one of those, he was high profile
but you know it is like the inmates up there in the infirmary, you always have the snitches you know
and 1 always had those who would come to me and say, “Mr. Gemelli come here a minute and blah,
blah, biah”. And generally you know the number of years 1 worked with those inmates they usually
have one thing in common, they all want something whether it be a cigarette, something like that and
so I never really took inmates comments at heart and T just kind of let that pass so I just kind of
ignored that  Exactly what he told Joe Thomton, what he told the nurse I don’t know. 1 really don’t.
But [ do know he discussed it with them And whether he may have said “T did it, T just want to clear
my conscious before I die”, that may be the extent of it. Whether he stated how he did it, when he
did it, where he did it, why, I really can’t honestly say.

PM  Well I guess I will have to ask some of these people if Det. Smith didn’t it just could
be just that Smith didn’t speak to the right people. I don’t know I will have to get back with him on
that. This number I have for you is that your home number sir?

B8G It is my home number.

PM- And I can usually get you between 3:00. It says here anytime after 3:00.

B8G' Yea because I work for Alachua County Court System right now and [ am usually at
the County Jail at 5-00 in the morning and getting ready for first appearance, 1 am a pre-trial release
counselor. And usually I get out of court and get finished with everything about 100 and then Iam
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home afterwards.
PM:  Now if I had to find Mr. Thornton and Ms. Brown, do you have any suggestions?
BG Welllike I told Joe Matthews I think he attempted to try and find Joe Thornton and
 told him I knew he was working with the University of Texas, he is a psychiatrist. How to get in

touch with him [ am really not sure.
PM  His posseseion at the facility was what? Medical?
BG:  Medical Executive Director.
PM:  And he was paid by the State right?
BG:  Ohyes.
PM:  Obviously there has to be some kind of record up there, I guess it is Joseph Thornton

right?
BG. No. Joe Thornton.
PM:  Oh Joe Thormton?
BG.  Joe Thornton.
PM:  T-H-O-R-N-T-O-N7
BG:  Yes

PM:  And the nurse is Myrtle Brown?

BG: Yep. Now as far as Myrtle is concerned, [ told and I will ask you to do the same
thing, | do have family who still work out there that I appreciate it if my name was left out of this,
[ mean completely.

PM:  We can do that.

BG You have my name if you need me fine. But I don’t want to cause any ruckus
especially [ have a brother in uniform that still works there and I don’t want them to getting on his
case. But you could call personnel at Union Correctional and [ guess you can find out whether she
is still employed.

PM:  Yeal am sure we can

BG.  That is public record.

PM- I will check with Det. Smith, again like I say it is possible he went up there and just
didn’t talk with the right people. And if they didn’t come forward and say “hey wait a minute I spoke
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to Ottis,” we wouldn’t know until Somebody tells us. Decause ODVIOUSIY i am SUre Smitn aian 1 go
up there and interview the entire staff.

Telephone Conversatioo/BARRY GEMELLI Page -6-
September 23, 1997

BG: Oh [ am sure he didn’t.
PM:  But I remember him telling me that because, as a matter of fact I know he went up

there because 1 told him when I found out about Toole’s death and that he planned on going up there
and I said when you go up there make sure you get a copy of the autopsy report and if possible get
some blood from this guy because up to this point we had never taken any blood you know for any
DNA use and I know he did that. So like I said I know he went up there. T will have to get back with
him and you know see if he made a list of the people he interviewed. It doesn’t come as a surprise
that Toole would say to someone “well yea I did kill him”, god knows he has confessed to it often
enough. What we were really looking for is details as to primarily what he may have done with the
body. That is what we are looking for because that would certainly bring a lot of closure to this
thing,

BG: Ok

PM:  But I will look into this and if necessary I will go up there myself or track down Mr.
Thornton or Ms. Brown and then like I say look we are back tracking and we are just talking to
everybody that had contact with Ottis Toole.

BG:  Sureand ...

PM.  And haven’t singled you out and we just found out that we missed you people. That
should do 1t

BG  Again you may want to try to run down Joe Matthews and Joe and I have spent, it
seems like a coupie of hours on a couple of phone calls together and I try to give him as much
information generally about the same information that you have asked to him so .

PM: 1 will give him a call because it is possible that he has contacted these people.

BG.  Yea you know he was going to do everything in his power to try and find out where
Joe Thornton was and I told him how to, if Myrtie Brown was not the nurse on duty and I will tell
you the same thing, there 15 a lot of times that there are incidental moves done in medical records
especially with an individual that is about to expire that something like this would is not out of the
ordinary that not to be put in the records. They are called DC70I's. Progress notes. That an
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- know they are public records.

PM:  Well even if they aren’t we could always subpoena them.

BG: Sure and you know but there are a lot of things that [ kind of filled Joe in that there
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is a way 1o find out who the nurse was on duty the night that he expired.

PM: Now do you know from persoral knowledge whether or not he was even lucid toward
the end”

BG:  He was, maybe up until 24 to 48 hours before he expired. Yea he wag very lucid
When his kidneys and stuff shut down, yea the renal failure was really going hot and heavy. It is
generally when he started to kind of dnft in and out. Medication wise, a lot of our doctors don’t like
to use a lot of narcotics and drugs so they do what some inmates do especially going in and out of
comas. But [ would venture to say if my memory is correct on this by doing the mortality review on
him. [ would say that the last 24 hours [ wouidn’t say more than Z or 3 hours he was probably lucid.

PM:  Well ok, I am glad I finally got back to you. I am sorry for the delay.

BG.  That is quite alright. [ think your secretary cailed me.

PM:  Yea, I was leaving the day she called and I knew 1 wasn’t going to have time to give
you call and { knew [ was going to be gone for at least a week and I said well let me have her call and
let hum know that he isn’t being ignored.

BG. No, no, that is fine and like | said [ was kind of surprised when you did call because
of what Joe Matthews stated I didn’t expect to even hear from you.

PM:  Well like I say I wasn’t aware of any kind of conversation with Joe and [ only got back
yesterday and [ finally got to almost the bottom of my desk and said ok now we can call Mr. Gemelhi.
Ok sir if need be I will get back with you. 1 will get a hold of Matthews see what he has to say and
I will talk to Det. Smith and we will go from there.

BG. Ok

PM: Thank you so much.

BG:  Thank you for calling.

PM: Ok Bye

BG:  Bye

CONVERSATION TERMINATED



